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The peace agreement of 2016 ended the decade long war in Colombia. To build 

the peace, it is now necessary to create new livelihoods for people living in rural 

areas that were heavily affected by the conflict. This is the goal of the new 

research project “Implementing sustainable agricultural and livestock systems 

for simultaneous targeting of forest conservation for climate change mitigation 

(REDD+) and peace-building in Colombia (SLUS)”. It involves researchers of the 

Leibniz Centre for Agricultural Landscape Research (ZALF) and is funded by the 

German Federal Ministry of the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear 

Safety (BMU) as part of the International Climate Initiative (IKI). To promote the 

start of the project and discuss its work in Colombia, ZALF is organizing the 

research event „Colombia Day“ on its campus in Müncheberg on 24th May, 2019. 

The project started in early 2019 and is coordinated by the International Center for 

Tropical Agriculture (CIAT). Focusing on rural areas in the Amazonian forest, the 

research teams are working together with the local communities on sustainable 

land use options as new sources of income. Thus, they aim to prevent uncontrolled 

deforestation, which has already started to take place in some areas. Additionally, 

the scientists develop indicators for successful peacebuilding in post conflict areas.  

The negotiated peace in Colombia makes forest areas once again accessible that 

were too dangerous to enter during the war. But the ownerships of these reopened 

areas are not yet determined or organized. In some places, this leads to the 

uncontrolled cutting of trees as a first means of income. There are concerns, that 

this deforestation can lead to similar problems in the future as the ones we see in 

the Brazilian Amazonas today, including environmental depletion and the 

continued displacement of rural communities.  

Working together with the communities 

For years, the SusLAND (Sustainable Land Use in Developing Countries) research 

group of ZALF has been working in developing countries to sustainably improve 

livelihoods and food security. The project in Colombia focusses on two rural areas, 

one in Caquetá, Southern Colombia and the other in Cesar, located in the 

Caribbean region. There, SusLAND will continue their transdisciplinary approach. 
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“This means we directly involve all relevant local stakeholders right from the 

beginning of the project”, says Dr. Michelle Bonatti of ZALF. “We will work on 

hands-on solutions to build up sustainable means of agriculture, including test 

runs with different crops and cultivars, soil sampling but also the analyses of the 

whole value chain to make sure, there is a stable market for the produced goods”, 

Bonatti adds. The emphasis will be on reintegrating native cultivars, such as cacao, 

formerly established systems of land use and knowledge, that may have been lost 

in the times of conflict.  

Indicators for successful peacebuilding 

Another aim of the project is to develop indicators on how to sustainably establish 

peace in conflict areas. Through research, on how measures such as mitigation and 

economic integration contribute to solidifying the peace process, the project team 

aim to create a guideline to keep other critical regions in the world from falling 

back into violent conflicts. 

“Colombia Day” at ZALF 

To promote the start of the project, the SusLAND team is organizing a „Colombia 

Day“ at ZALF campus in Müncheberg, Germany on 24th May, 2019. The 

programme includes the keynotes “Food Security, Sustainability and Peace: Can we 

have it all?” by Prof. Tilman Brück of Leibniz institute of vegetable and ornamental 

crops (IGZ) and “Uncertainties surrounding Payments for Watershed Services: Case 

studies from Colombia” by Prof. Tobias Krüger of Humboldt University, as well as 

presentations by the ZALF researchers and their partners from the Universidad 

Nacional de Bogota, Colombia.  

 

For more information and registration go to: 

http://www.zalf.de/en/aktuelles/veranstaltungen/Pages/default.aspx 

 

Funding notice: 

This project is part of the International Climate Initiative (IKI). The Federal Ministry 

for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMU) supports this 

initiative on the basis of a decision adopted by the German Bundestag. 
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Scientific contact: 

Dr. Michelle Bonatti 

Research Area 2 "Land Use and 

Governance" 

 

email:   michelle.bonatti@zalf.de 

Scientific contact: 

PD Dr. Stefan Sieber 

Head of Working Group “Sustainable 

Land Use in Developing Countries” 

 

email:   stefan.sieber@zalf.de 

Web: https://susland.zalf.de 

 

The project SLUS focusses on rural areas in Colombia that are now save to enter again after decades of civil 

war. | Source: © Hector Morales |  

Picture in color and print quality: http://www.zalf.de/en/aktuelles/Pages/default.aspx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Press contact: 

Hendrik Schneider 

Head of press and public relations 

Phone: + 49 (0) 33432 82-405 

Mobile:  + 49 (0) 151 405 455 00 

email: public.relations@zalf.de 
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About the Leibniz Centre for Agricultural Landscape Research (ZALF) in 

Muencheberg, one of the institutes of the Leibniz Association: 

The mission of ZALF is to deliver solutions for an ecologically, economically and 

socially sustainable agriculture - together with society. 

 

As a contribution to overcoming global challenges such as climate change, food 

security, biodiversity conservation and resource scarcity, we develop and design 

crop systems, integrated in their landscape contexts, that combine food security 

with sustainability. Therefore we process complex landscape data with a unique set 

of experimental methods, new technologies and models as well as socio-economic 

approaches. 

 

ZALF research is an integrated systems research: starting from processes in soils, 

plants and water to causal relationships on the field and landscape level as well as 

looking at global impacts and complex interactions between landscapes, society 

and economy. www.zalf.de 

 

 

 

 

 


