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New food label proposals:

New study shows ways forward for future
EU food labelling

A study led by the Leibniz Centre for Agricultural Landscape Research (ZALF) and
published in the journal Ecological Economics provides important insights into
the future of food labeling in the EU. By analyzing expert opinions from the food
industry, the study identifies a broad consensus on the need for new food labels
to encourage farmers to provide more ecosystem services.

Three proposed label prototypes - a producer-driven ecosystem service label, a
consumer-oriented information label and a new EU sustainability label - reflect the
diversity of stakeholder perspectives and underline the importance of integrating
all viewpoints for the success of the EU food labeling framework. In addition to
different perspectives, the results also reflect national characteristics.

Three key perspectives -three label ideas

The study presents three innovative approaches to food labeling that are relevant
in the context of the EU strategy "Farm2Fork - From farm to fork". In the strategy,
the EU aims to encourage consumers to pay more attention to sustainability
criteria when making food purchasing decisions.

The "producer-driven ecosystem service label" focuses on the direct link between
agricultural production and ecosystem services and follows the idea of producer
associations that label products with additional environmental standards.

The "consumer-oriented information label" focuses on educating and informing
consumers about the environmental impact of products. Accordingly, the second
label is more prescriptive in nature and is similar to the idea of the "Nutri-Score". In
this case, a five-level color and letter scale provide information about the
nutritional value of a product. The "EU sustainability label" aims to certify products
within an EU-wide framework of sustainable food production, with a particular
focus on the entire value chain. This label could complement existing voluntary
labels, such as the EU organic label. These prototypes illustrate the potential for a
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sustainable design of the food sector that takes both ecological and social criteria
into account.

"This study is a crucial step towards more sustainable food production and
consumption in Europe. By bringing together different perspectives within the food
industry, we show how food labeling can effectively contribute to the promotion of
ecosystem services. Our work underlines the need to work together for a
transparent and responsible food chain that benefits both our environment and
future generations," says Christoph Schulze, lead author of the study and
researcher at the Leibniz Center for Agricultural Landscape Research (ZALF).

Funding:

The study has received funding from the European Union's Horizon 2020 research
and innovation program under grant agreement no. 818190.
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About the Leibniz Centre for Agricultural Landscape Research (ZALF) in
Muencheberg, member of the Leibniz Association:

Mission of ZALF is to deliver solutions for an economically, environmentally and
socially sustainable agriculture —together with society.

As a contribution to overcoming global challenges such as climate change, food
security, biodiversity conservation and resource scarcity, we develop and design
crop systems, integrated in their landscape contexts that combine food security
with sustainability. Therefore, we process complex landscape data with a unique set
of experimental methods, new technologies and models as well as socio-economic
approaches.

ZALF research is integrated systems research: starting from processes in soils and
plants to causal relationships on the field and landscape level up to global impacts
and complex interactions between landscapes, society and economy. www.zalf.de
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