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Leibniz evaluation of ZALF successfully completed:

Evaluation of ZALF by the Leibniz Senate -
Outstanding development in research and
organization

In its final statement, the Leibniz Senate emphasized the outstanding
development and the good to excellent performance of the various research
units of the Leibniz Center for Agricultural Landscape Research (ZALF). The
Leibniz Senate recommends continued funding by the federal and state
governments for the next seven years.

The Leibniz Senate recognized ZALF's important research contributions to highly
topical issues such as land use, biodiversity, food security and climate change in
agriculture. The outstanding development of ZALF since the last evaluation, the
convincing and efficient structure of ZALF in three research areas, a research
platform and an infrastructure platform as well as the dynamic work of the 28
working groups were particularly emphasized. The Leibniz Senate welcomed the
increasingly international orientation of ZALF and the strong networking with
national and international universities and research institutions.

As a Leibniz Institute, ZALF is regularly evaluated by the Leibniz Association. The
evaluation is based on a report submitted by ZALF and an on-site inspection in
May 2023.

"This very positive evaluation result is not least a valuable recognition of the
outstanding performance and the good cooperation of our employees, both in the
scientific and in the administrative area”, says Prof. Frank Ewert, Scientific Director
of ZALF. "We want to maintain and further develop this high quality.

Under the leadership of Prof. Ewert, the recommendations of the last evaluation in
2017 were successfully implemented. According to the Leibniz Senate, the excellent
cooperation with the Administrative Director Martin Jank, who was appointed in
2021, has also made a decisive contribution.
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The chances are therefore good that the Federal Government and the Lander will
be able to agree on renewed comprehensive funding for ZALF for the next seven
years at their Joint Science Conference (GWK). Funding is provided in equal parts
by the German Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture (BMEL) and the
Brandenburg Ministry of Science, Research and Culture (MWFK).
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Further information:

Statement of the Senate of the Leibniz Association on the evaluation of ZALF (in

German)
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Following the successful completion of the evaluation, the Senate of the Leibniz Association has recommended
that ZALF be funded for the next seven years. | The picture can be used for editorial purposes by stating the
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About the Leibniz Centre for Agricultural Landscape Research (ZALF) in
Muencheberg, member of the Leibniz Association:

Mission of ZALF is to deliver solutions for an economically, environmentally and
socially sustainable agriculture —together with society.

As a contribution to overcoming global challenges such as climate change, food
security, biodiversity conservation and resource scarcity, we develop and design
crop systems, integrated in their landscape contexts that combine food security
with sustainability. Therefore we process complex landscape data with a unique set
of experimental methods, new technologies and models as well as socio-economic
approaches.

ZALF research is integrated systems research: starting from processes in soils and
plants to causal relationships on the field and landscape level up to global impacts
and complex interactions between landscapes, society and economy. www.zalf.de
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